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objective right, or law, regarded as a collective idea; and
the sum total of the ordinances made for the maintenance
of this objective right is the legal order. Of this order
the State, the highest social will that can act as an unit,
is the sole representative. Hence objective right and the
legal order are acts of the State's will. As such they have
binding force for all individual wills, and for all lower orders
of the social will that fall under the State. Objective
right comprises the ends that the will of the State sets
before itself; the legal order comprises the means by which
it seeks to realise these ends.

Three conditions are accordingly necessary for the existence
of every legal right I. There must be a subject of right, a
being capable of free moral volition, who may be an in-
dividual will or a social will. 2. There must be subjects
of duty, for whom the same criteria hold good, and who may
be identical with or different from the subjects of right.
3. There must be a social will that takes under its protection
all subjective rights, ensures the performance of the corre-
sponding subjective duties, and is thus the representative
of objective right and of the formulated rules necessary to
its maintenance; in other words, of Jhe legal order.

(e) General Definition of Law.

Thus far we have been merely limiting the conception of
law by means of certain formal definitions. Since, however,
we have postulated a free moral will as the representative
of law, it is evident that the content of the concept will be
thereby determined. For the ends towards which such a
will directs itself must be moral. Hence the end both of
subjective and of objective law must be thought of as moral.
While this fact is not, as a rule, directly stated in the special
formulations of law, it is expressed indirectly. Whenever
legal formulas have to be interpreted, we find the principle